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accomplished what was considered by others to be impossible. Indeed it was those problems that had been given up by others as impossible of exact solution that it was his delight to attack, and it is surprising to how many of them he found that solution.
Balked at the outset of his career as foreman of the machine shop of the Midvale Steel Company by the lack of knowledge of cutting steel which then existed, he set himself the task of suppyling that lack. The first three years were spent in finding out how to study the problem; and, although the work was not completed for over twenty years, it is a fact that when I entered his employ in 1887 the fundamental laws had already been approximately determined. Subsequent investigations served to confirm what had been done and to correct minor inaccuracies.
At Bethlehem he became so interested in determining these laws exactly, that it is doubtful if he ever realized how wonderfully accurate his earlier results really were. To be sure, much more ground was covered in the subsequent work, but as an investigation into the laws of cutting metals, his work as a young man at the Midvale Steel Works stands out, to my mind, as far the more remarkable achievement. In his subsequent work he followed strictly the methods he had previously perfected.
One of the by-products of this investigation was the discovery of the Taylor-White process of treating high-speed steel, the far reaching effect of which has not only not yet been realized, but cannot be until all the other problems entering into machine